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regardless of whether one is a Demo-
crat or a Republican, these issues are
important. But unfortunately, over the
recent years, it has become just that,
and it is so unfortunate, even today,
that it has been raised in a partisan
context.
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It does, however, give us the oppor-

tunity, as Democrats, to celebrate our
Democratic administration and all
that it has done to fend off efforts to
turn back the clock, if we look at what
happened in 1995 when the Republicans
actually allowed corporate lobbyists to
draft attacks on environmental stand-
ards. Or when the Republicans passed
bills that cut environmental funding
by 25 percent, or what I really want to
talk about for a minute is the regu-
latory reform bill that would have ac-
tually dismantled the food inspection
program.

In my district lives a woman named
Nancy Donley, who, because of her own
personal tragic situation, that is, the
death of her 6-year-old son Alex from
eating meat poisoned with E. Coli
bacteria, created an organization. She
turned her tragedy into an organiza-
tion that will now fight to make sure
that no other children die called STOP,
Safe Tables Our Priority.

As a result of working with this ad-
ministration, and in particular Vice
President AL GORE, the food safety ini-
tiative was adopted. They were able to
defeat the so-called regulatory reform
which would have dismantled the meat
and poultry inspection system in this
Nation, and actually pass new regula-
tions that began in 1998, more sophisti-
cated ways of inspection.

That inspection program was really
initiated in the Upton Sinclair days at
the beginning of the century and really
required updating, not dismantling. So
we now have a more sophisticated sys-
tem that is being phased in over time.
It began in 1998, and the establishment
of a food safety initiative.

As part of that initiative I know that
Nancy had, Nancy Donley, had Vice
President AL GORE, at the announce-
ment of what we call PulseNet, which
is a new program that we have to track
food-borne illness outbreaks over the
Internet, so we are now able to link an
outbreak of food poisoning in Maine
with one that might happen in Mon-
tana, and be able to see that it is from
the same cause.

In fact, there was a terrible outbreak
of Listeria, which is a virulent form of
foodborne illness, deli food, soft
cheeses, et cetera, last year that re-
sulted in major recalls across the coun-
try of those foods, and has already
proven itself to save lives.

At the announcement of PulseNet,
our Vice President, AL GORE, was there
to talk about it as an initiative that
would save lives. As we know, he has
been the person who has figured out
how to use the most high-tech systems
to bring them down to protecting fami-
lies and now protecting our food sup-
ply.

So as we look forward to Earth Day
this year and we look forward to the
21st century, I think we can be happy
that we have someone who has been
our point person on the environment,
who has been an advocate and a fight-
er, and has implemented already those
programs that will make our air, our
water, and our world safer for our fami-
lies.

Mr. PALLONE. I want to thank the
gentlewoman. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
HINCHEY).

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding to me.

Last year when the appropriation
bills were folded into an omnibus bill,
the majority here added a long list of
anti-environmental riders. They could
not get those proposals through on
their own merits, but they tried to
hold funding for all Federal programs
and services hostage to those riders.
They figured that their opponents in
Congress would be forced to swallow
them, and that the President would
agree to accept them to keep other pro-
grams operating.

But the President did not accept
them. He insisted that they be taken
out of the appropriations bill before he
would sign it. That surprised the peo-
ple who wrote the riders.

The factor they did not count on in
their strategy was the Vice President
of the United States, AL GORE. The
President relies on AL GORE for advice
on environmental matters, and it was
AL GORE who said no, we cannot allow
these things to happen. We have to
take a stand. We have to take a stand,
so that the riders faded away.

Let me give some examples of what
AL GORE would not allow. He said no to
proposals that would have blocked the
EPA from conducting research or edu-
cational activities on global warming,
a gag rule to block even a discussion of
what may be the most serious environ-
mental problem of our time.

He said no to a proposal that would
have blocked clean-up of toxic PCBs,
even in places where children could be
affected.

The Vice President said no to pro-
posals that would have blocked the
EPA from reducing children’s exposure
to pesticides, and we now know that
pesticides pose a much greater risk to
children than they do to others, much
more than we thought.

He said no to proposals that would
have canceled environmental reviews
on timber sales, where logging could
threaten wildlife. He said no to a pro-
posal to build a road through the mid-
dle of a migratory bird refuge, a place
that is supposed to be wilderness.

He said no to proposals that would
have required uneconomical logging
that would have permanent damage to
one of our most pristine forests. He
said no to proposals that would have
barred EPA from trying to improve air
quality in our national parks. Because
AL GORE took a firm stand, those pro-
posals were blocked.

He has stood with us when we
blocked efforts to roll back 25 years of
work on cleaning up our rivers. He
stood with us when we blocked efforts
that would have prohibited EPA from
doing more to clean up the air that we
all breathe.

He stood with us on protecting chil-
dren’s health from asthma caused by
airborne pollution, illness caused by
food poisoning, and pesticide poisoning,
permanent damage caused by toxic
wastes let loose in the environment.
The Vice President stood with us on all
those issues.

The American people want clean air
and water. They want freedom from
pollution and contamination. They
want protection of our beautiful public
lands and forests, and they want pro-
tection for our wildlife. AL GORE wants
them, too, and he wants all of them to
have them as well. He is willing to
stand up and fight for it to see that
they get it.

He has been a very big help by having
the courage to say no and to mean it.
I am looking forward to seeing what he
can do when he gets the opportunity to
say yes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the gentleman, and everyone
who participated in this special order
this evening. It is the eve of Earth Day.
Earth Day is tomorrow. I think there is
a lot of talk up here about what the
truth is.

The truth is that the health of our
environment is in jeopardy at the
hands of the Republican majority in
the Congress. The truth is that the
Democrats and the Clinton-Gore ad-
ministration are the true protectors of
the environment for this Earth Day
and the Earth Days in the future.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BASS). The Chair will remind all Mem-
bers to address their remarks to the
Chair, and not to refer to residents of
the gallery.

Members should also not make per-
sonal references to Members of the
Senate.
f

A TRIBUTE TO MAYOR RALPH J.
PERK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, to-
night Cleveland, Ohio, is much poorer
than it was yesterday because of the
passing of Mayor Ralph J. Perk. If we
were to ask residents of the city of
Cleveland about et cetera city’s recent
history, they might point us to the
bridge at State Route 21 over the Cuya-
hoga River as the point where 25 years
ago the Cuyahoga River caught on fire,
or they might direct us to the factory
where Mayor Perk, while attempting
to show some blue collar voters that he
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